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Background

Background:
Sullivan, A., Parsons, S., Green, F., Wiggins, R. D., & Ploubidis, G. (2018). The path from social

origins to top jobs: social reproduction via education. The British journal of sociology.

* |s lack of ‘DESQO’ specific to social class outcome or BCS70
generation?

« Have pathways (mediators) to unequal outcomes changed?



Path between childhood origins and mid-life
destinations: mediators

Childhood cognitive scores
 Private schools
 Qualifications
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Data: BCS70

« Data collected about birthsand families

of just over 17,000 babiesborn in
England,Wales, S otland and Northern
Ireland in one weekin 1970

9,841 cohort members in study aged 42
Multiple Imputation used throughout project
to “fill in” missing values (conditional on birth
characteristics, school type and outcome: n
for analyses =8k).

Thisproject repaired 1986 secondary
schooltype variable, previously only
available for 40% of sample.
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Sources of iInformation

1970 1975 1980 1986 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012
Birth 5 10 16 26 30 34 38 42
Mother Parents Parents Parents
School School
Tests Tests Tests Tests
Medical | | Medical | | Medical | | Medical
Subject Subject Subject Subject Subject Subject | | Subject Subject
Children

(1in2)




Methods

 Structural Equation Models

« Multiple Imputation
e Separate analyses for women and men



Childhood characteristics

NCDS BCS70
Men Men

Women

Women

Family Background

RGSCl or I 19.5 18.4 24.4 23.8

Father edu 18+ 4.8 4.8 10.1 10.0

Mother edu 18+ 2.9 3.4 6.6 6.7
M

Private school 6.9 5.6 6.5 5.8



Degree attainment by age 42
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Salariat by 42
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Summary of cross cohort changes

Private @
i Increased

association




Changes in total effects
Men Men

Women Women

NCDS

m 0.297 0.336 0.25 0.294
_ 0.419 0.542 0.242 0.259



Conclusions

* No DESO

* Increased role of private schools

* Decreased association between SES and qualifications
* No change in overall origins-destinations association



